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N ita Stafford went home to be with Jesus on Friday, March 15, 2019. Nita was 88

years old. Nita was born March 21, 1930 to Benjamin Franklin Waldron Sr.
And Gertrude Corley Waldron in Gibsland, Louisiana. The family moved to East

Texas soon after, where Nita and her brothers and sisters grew up together and

attended school.
In 1950 Nita met the love of her life, Sid Stafford, in Raymondville, Texas, in the Rio

Grande Valley, when she accepted her first teaching job after graduating from East
Texas Baptist College in Marshall Texas. They were married at Little Flock Baptist

Church on June 4, 1951.

Nita and Sid made their home in Raymondville for the first few years where Sid
farmed cotton. The couple had 3 daughters, Beverly, Brenda and Beth. The moved

to Hallsville, Texas in 1964 where Nita taught elementary school in Hallsville for 22
years before retiring.

Nita and her husband Sid loved gardening and spent many hours planting,

harvesting, and putting up vegetables. They were known for their beautiful garden
and they shared vegetables with many in the church and community as well as

family.
Nita was very active at First Baptist Church Hallsville and she cooked many meals for

those who were sick or had lost loved ones. She visited and prayed for those in need.
She was a loving mom, grandmother and great grandmother and fixed many

wonderful meals, of which the favorite was her fried chicken.

Nita is preceded in death by her parents, Benjamin and Gertrude Waldron, sister
Elizabeth Keasler, brother Philmore Waldron, sister-in-law Francis Waldron,

grandson Chad Johnson and great grandson Alistair Valera.
Nita is survived by her loving husband, Sid Stafford, her three daughters and their

spouses, Beverly Johnson and husband Tillman Johnson, Brenda Barth and husband
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Jon Barth, Beth Edwards and husband Ron Edwards, seven grandchildren and their

spouses, Ashley and James Spurlock, Jennifer Banks Johnson and husband Robert
Smith, Miranda and Jonathan Valera, Thomas and Sara Barth, Charity and Matt

Brisco, Rachel and Jay Shuler, Caleb Edwards, nine great grandchildren, Emma
Spurlock, Isaac Spurlock, Banks Smith, George Valera, Amelia Barth, Lucas Brisco,

Sidney Brisco, Desia Shuler, and Carson Shuler.

Nita is also survived by her sister, Bobbie Godwin and husband Jimmy and by her
brother B.F. Waldron Jr. and wife Marilyn.

The family wishes to express appreciation to Traditions Hospice of Longview for
their wonderful care of Nita and family. We especially thank Jesi, Heather, Allison,

Diane and Brenda for their loving tender care. Thank you also to the caregivers,

Gena, Charlotte, Shirley and Lana who lovingly cared for mom at home. Thank you
also to First Baptist Church Hallsville for all their prayers, meals, visits and loving

support.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be made to First Baptist Church

Hallsville at P.O. Box 359, Hallsville, Texas 75650 or Traditions Hospice of Longview

at 4362 U.S. Hwy 259 N. Longview, Texas 75605.
Visitation will be at Rader Funeral Home on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 from 5:30 P.M.

to 7:00 P.M. A Celebration of Life Service will be held at First Baptist Church
Hallsville on Wednesday, March 20, 2019 at 10:00 A.M.
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Visitation

Rader Funeral Home

1617 Judson Rd, Longview TX 75601

Funeral Service

First Baptist Church

201 N Central St, Hallsville TX 75650

Cemetery Details

Memory Park Cemetery

2823 E. Marshall Ave., Longview TX
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Tuesday, March 19, 2019

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Wednesday, March 20, 2019

10:00 AM CT
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5247093,-94.7431954
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5039592,-94.6849595
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CH Charity shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Missing you Memaw❤️

March 22 at 4:07 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Stafford family.

March 19 at 6:07 AM

DE Donald Edgar posted:

In life we may not know which battles we'll have to fight, but we can always be sure of who is fighting

them with us. May God comfort you in this difficult time. In sympathy, Lucy Gibson Edgar.

March 18 at 10:21 AM

Anonymous sent a Dreams From the Heart Bouquet to the Stafford family.

March 18 at 9:36 AM

RS Rachel Shuler shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I love you Memaw. I will miss you more than words can ever express.

March 17 at 9:10 AM

JC Jerry Ann Clark posted:

I worked with Mrs. Stafford many years ago at Hallsville Elementary and always admired her ability to

control her class with a soft spoken word. At recess she would stand quietly with her right hand

raised and the children would fall in line like little soldiers. She had a special gift. Thoughts and

prayers are with her family at this sad time.

March 17 at 2:09 AM
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KR Kim Rogers lit a candle in honor of Nitalene.

March 16 at 11:55 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Nitalene by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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